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MEMOSANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, REFORTS AND ESTIMATES:

SUBYECT: Proposal for Research Project Concerning the Govern-
ment and Polities of six Latin American Republios

1. This project, if approved and succesefully executed, ,
would result in the preperstion -- under direction sufficiently
glose to protest CIG!'s interest == of political soisnce treatises
on the government and pelitics of the following countries: Argen~
tina, Brasil, Mexico, Colombis, Chile, and Uruguey.

2, Satisfastory trestises on the government and polities
of the pix countries mentioned are not now available, In the
absence of a lesd from soms US Uovernment agency snd at leant a
modest subridy, such treatises are not likely %o be undertaken
within the predictabdle future,

3, Thes finished treatises, if executed in sach fashion as to
meet the highest standards of research and analysis in the fleld
of political soience, would greatly facilitate the reading of
political trends in Latin Americs, and would therefors prove highly
useful to the Latin American Branch of CIG. ¥hile the precise eon-
tent and organisation of the treatises would' be detersined by a
committee yet to be appointed (ses below, paragreph 5.8}, sach
would include as a matter of course an analysis of the history,
organisation, program, leadership and popular following of the
politioal perties of the country in question, a study of the im-
pact upon government and politice in that eountry of the power,
weulth, and position of Hemisphere leadership of the United States,
and studies of the legislative, judicial, and executive branches
‘of government in operstion (1. ., in deseriptive not legal terms).

4o The research and writing task in question should de per—
formed by local seholars (US scholars with relevant training are
in short supply, few US seholars with relevant training possess
the necessary langusge skills, the expense of sending US scholars
to the countries in question and keeping them there long enough to
do the job would be prohibitive, local scholars would bring to the
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task valusble first-hand knowledge of the loeal situations).

Sinee, howsver, Latin American politicsl science is still in its
infancy, the planning of the treatises and a certaln degres of
editorial eontrol over their content should be entrusted to US =
scholars in the f1eld of comparstive government, These UZ scholars
should also partieipats in the selestion of the persons who are

to do the research snd writing job.

8. The undersigned believes that the necessary planning and
sditorial control over the research for and writing of the six
books gould be mceomplished by

4 csusing the appointment of a sonmittes of US compara=
tive government scholars, who would draw up a basie questlionnaire
caloulated to elicit the desired informetion;

} retaining the services of latin Ameriscan scholars in
kindred resesrch fields {history, esonomlos, soclology, geography,
eto,) who are slso successful writers; and

' § wmaking payment for their eervice eonditional upon soru~
pulous exsqution of the questionnaire. ' R

¢, Since CIG's interest in the projeet could bsgome known only
at great cost both to CIG and to future US-sponsored research in
Latin America, careful thought would have to be given to

4 the possible wisdorm of ssking Mr, Benton's office to
sssume responsibility for the project;

 the possidle wisdom of asking ¥r, Eddy's organization to
assume resronsidbility for the projeasty .

the possible wisdom == entirely apart from the question of
what US Goverrment sgency should begome responsible for the project -«
of eausing one of the large upiversity presses to sponsor the pro=
joet, name the commiites of US scholare, enguge the suthors, and make
payment to them in the form of advance royalties %o be paid e. g. in
fourths as parte of the questionnaire wers completed, of funds re~
eeived for this purposej

g the possible wisdom of approaching s philanthropist in=
tere in Latin Americs {Mr. Nelson Rockefsller, for example) and

Stulikd
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to avoid all
him to supply the necessary funde in order ,
possibility of future mhmam@ for the Government of the |
United “tates,

T : belioves § that an advance royalty of £1000 per
gw;g;ﬁ:dudmb, gm& L that = university pross mmlih‘
underteke the project if subsidised in the amount of $6000,
total of the sdvance royalties,) ‘

‘e it
*he undersigned believes that CICG would hest insure |
mtu:;stmi: the prognoct through careful attention to the vontente
of the bawie guestionnaire, .

. the
undereigned has reason %o believe that tithar‘
Bnivg;siz?or Oklahonn vl Press or the University of ilinnaaoqm Prug:
would be willing te underteke the projest on the sbove terms,
University of Chicago, the leading English-speaking scholar in

OBPE. invitetion
£ o rative government, would welcome an
g.pﬁ'ﬁii;at‘ in the preparation of the basie questionnaire.

{signed) WILIMOORE KENDALL

¥illmoore Kendall
Chief, Latin American Branch

SECRE
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